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Confirmation 

PRELUDE  Prelude on the Welsh Hymn-tune Rhosymedre    Ralph Vaughan Williams 
                (1872-1958) 
 
OPENING HYMN #142 in The Hymnal (blue book) 

Lord, who throughout these forty days    St. Flavian  
 
Bishop  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins 
People   His mercy endures for ever.  
 
Bishop   There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People   There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Bishop   One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People   One God and Father of all. 
 
Bishop   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Bishop   Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and 
inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
The people sit.  
 
Old Testament: Exodus 20:1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other 
gods before me. 
 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your 
God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who 
reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. 
 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a 
sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, 
your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 
 
You shall not murder. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
 
You shall not steal. 
 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
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You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 19           Coeli enarrant 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
       and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
       and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 
3 Although they have no words or language, * 
       and their voices are not heard, 
 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
       and their message to the ends of the world. 
 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
       it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
       it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
       and runs about to the end of it again; * 
       nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect 
       and revives the soul; * 
       the testimony of the Lord is sure 
       and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
 
8 The statutes of the Lord are just 
       and rejoice the heart; * 
       the commandment of the Lord is clear 
       and gives light to the eyes. 
 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean 
       and endures for ever; * 
       the judgments of the Lord are true 
       and righteous altogether. 
 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
       more than much fine gold, * 
       sweeter far than honey, 
       than honey in the comb. 
 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
       and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
       cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
       let them not get dominion over me; * 
       then shall I be whole and sound, 
       and innocent of a great offense. 
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14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
       heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
       O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. For it is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’  
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.  For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able for the hymn and the Gospel. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN #525 in The Hymnal (blue book)  

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord  Aurelia  
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL          John 2:13-22 
 
The Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John. 
People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, 
and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 
He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-
place!’ His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me. ’The Jews then said to him, 
‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 
he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People          Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon Rt. Rev. David C. Rice 
 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

The Bishop says 

The Candidates will now be presented. 

Presenters  I present these persons for Confirmation. 

The Bishop asks the candidates 
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Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 

Candidate  I do. 

Bishop       Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Candidate  I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 
 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 

People       We will. 

The Bishop then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
               creator of heaven and earth. 

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
               He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                     and born of the Virgin Mary. 
               He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
                 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
                He descended to the dead. 
                On the third day he rose again. 
                He ascended into heaven, 
                    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
                He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
               the holy catholic Church, 
               the communion of saints, 
             the forgiveness of sins, 
             the resurrection of the body, 
                and the life everlasting. 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in    
           the prayers? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the  
            Lord? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
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Bishop  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human  
            being? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidates 

The Bishop then says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

Bishop Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bishop Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bishop Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bishop Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bishop Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bishop Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bishop Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Bishop 
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and 
brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these 
your servants the covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform 
the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your service; and sustain him all the days of 
his life. Amen. 

Confirmed today are Julia Rae Andersen Schardt and Roman Alexander Rodriguez. 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with 
them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell 
with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Peace is then exchanged 

Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you.  

Announcements, Birthday, and Anniversary Blessings 
 
Prayers of the People, Form III, page 387 in the Book of Common Prayer 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN #343 in The Hymnal (blue book) 

Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless    St. Agnes 
 
 
Pledgers, please place your offering in an envelope and write your name on it so the treasurer can easily identify your 
giving. Thank you. 
 
Doxology (sung)          Old 100th 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 

 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A, page 361 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD     Sanctus     Richard Proulx 
The music is found in The Hymnal, in the front section with “S” numbers, S 125. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The service then continues on page 362 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
In Lent, Alleluia is omitted. 
 
All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at God’s Table. If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the 
Bread or Wine, you are welcome. Come forward and simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference. 
 
Post Communion Prayer, page 365 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
CLOSING HYMN  #345 in The Hymnal (blue book)     

Savior, again to thy dear Name we raise    Ellers 
 
The Dismissal 
Deacon   Let us bless the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
   
POSTLUDE  Psalm 19 "The Heavens Declare the Glory of God"                       Benedetto Marcello 
            (1686-1739) 
 
        
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    



- 8 - 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please join in the coffee hour after the service in the Parish Hall. Exit the door on the front left of the church, the Parish 
Hall is the next building over. 
 
 
Stations of the Cross 
During the season of Lent, after enjoying some coffee and fellowship, you may return to the church to join in the Lenten 
devotion of Stations of the Cross. Stations of the Cross refers to a series of images depicting Jesus Christ on the day of 
his crucifixion and accompanying prayers. The object of the stations is to help Christians make a spiritual pilgrimage 
through contemplation of the Passion of Christ. A series of 14 images are arranged in numbered order around the church, 
and we travel from image to image, in order, stopping at each station to say selected prayers and reflections. This will 
last about 15 minutes. 
 
 
HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists)  
The HUB could use your financial support. Checks marked “HUB” may be mailed to the church office, 316 N El Dorado St., 
Stockton, CA 95202. 
 
 
Holy Week 2018 

• Palm Sunday, March 25, 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist 
• Maundy Thursday, March 29 
• Good Friday, March 30 
• Easter Sunday, April 1, 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist 

 
Seder Supper, Monday, April 2, 5:30 PM 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church 
316 N El Dorado Street 
Stockton, CA  95202 
 
Stockton’s historic Episcopal Church, founded in 1850 on 
land donated by Captain Weber, the founder of Stockton. 
 
Part of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin 
The Rt. Rev. David C. Rice, Bishop 
The Rev. Linda Huggard, Priest 
The Rev. Steve Bentley, Deacon 
Brother Dunstan Townsend, O.S.B., Organist 

Church Message Phone: (209) 466-6916, or call the 
HUB when it’s open. See below. 
 
The HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists) on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/STOCKTONHUB 
HUB Phone: (209) 663-9955 
Tues & Thurs 10:00-4:00, Wed 1:00-4:00 
 
www.stjohnsstockton.org 
diosanjoaquin.org 
www.anglicancommunion.org 
 
St. John the Evangelist on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/stjohnstocktonca 

 

 


