St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church

Stockton, CA December 24, 2017
Christmas Eve

Called to Be... A Safe Place for All of God’s People!




Holy Eucharist for Christmas

PRELUDE Carols on the organ
Carol singing by the congregation, selected from #77 through #115 in The Hymnal (blue book).
Please skip the carols we will sing during the service, #79, #83, #96, #111

OPENING CAROL #83 in The Hymnal (blue book)
O come, all ye faithful Adeste fideles

The Holy Eucharist: Rite II begins on page 355 in The Book of Common Prayer (red book).

The Word of God

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST Gloria in excelsis Deo

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born this day of a
pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be
renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
The people sit.

0Old Testament: Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
on them light has shined.

You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;



they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.

For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the LorD of hosts will do this.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 96

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the LoRrD, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the LorD and bless his Name; *

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LorRD who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the LorD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the LorD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LoRD is King! *

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;

he will judge the peoples with equity."

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

Cantate Domino



12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the LORD when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

Epistle: Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in
the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able for the carol and the Gospel.

GRADUAL CAROL #96 in The Hymnal (blue book)
Angels we have heard on high Gloria

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20

The Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

The Nicene Creed, page 358 in The Book of Common Prayer
The Prayers of the People, the page number in The Book of Common Prayer will be announced

Confession of Sin, page 360 in The Book of Common Prayer
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The Peace, the people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated
Announcements, Birthday, and Anniversary Blessings

OFFERTORY CAROL #79 in The Hymnal (blue book)
O little town of Bethlehem St. Louis

Pledgers, please place your offering in an envelope and write your name on it so the treasurer can easily identify your
giving. Thank you.

Doxology (sung) Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer A, page 361 in The Book of Common Prayer

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD Sanctus Richard Proulx
The music is found in The Hymnal, in the front section with “S” numbers, S 125. (1937-2010)

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

The service then continues on page 362 in The Book of Common Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at God'’s Table. If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the
Bread or Wine, you are welcome. Come forward and simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference.

Post Communion Prayer, page 365 in The Book of Common Prayer

CLOSING CAROL #111 in The Hymnal (blue book)
Silent Night Stille Nacht

1. Silent night, holy night,

all is calm, all is bright

round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3. Silent night, holy night,

Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Jesus, Lord at thy birth.



The Dismissal

Deacon Let us bless the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Joy to the World! arr. Virgil Fox
(1912-1980)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists)

The HUB could use your financial support. Checks marked "HUB” may be mailed to the church office, 316 N El Dorado St.,

Stockton, CA 95202.

CONTACT INFORMATION

St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church
316 N El Dorado Street
Stockton, CA 95202

Stockton’s historic Episcopal Church, founded in 1850 on

Part of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
The Rt. Rev. David C. Rice, Bishop

The Rev. Linda Huggard, Priest

The Rev. Steve Bentley, Deacon

Brother Dunstan Townsend, OSB, Organist

land donated by Captain Weber, the founder of Stockton.

Church Office: (209) 466-6916
episcopalangel@outlook.com
www.stjohnsstockton.org
diosanjoaquin.org
www.anglicancommunion.org

St. John the Evangelist on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stjohnstocktonca

The HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists) on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/STOCKTONHUB

HUB Phone: (209) 663-9955

Tues & Thurs 10:00-4:00, Wed 1:00-4:00

JESUS

Movement

LOVING

LIBERATING

LIFE-GIVING

Cover art: Detail from Madonna and Child painting in North Transept of St. John’s Church.




