St. John the Evangelist

ASH Episcopal Church
WEDNESDAY February 14, 2018

Ash Wednesday
Called to Be... A Safe Place for All of God’s People!

All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at God'’s Table. If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the
Bread or Wine, you are welcome. Come forward and simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference.

The Holy Eucharist: Rite II begins on page 355 in The Book of Common Prayer (red book).
The Word of God

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
People His mercy endures for ever.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and
make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may
obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
The people sit.

Isaiah 58:1-12

Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!

Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments,
they delight to draw near to God.

"Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?"

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers.
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
Is such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?



Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LorD?

Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,

to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;

when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LorD shall be your rear guard.

Then you shall call, and the Lorp will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,

if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,

then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the nhoonday.

The LorD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;

and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;

you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103:8-14

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.

12 As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.



13 As a father cares for his children, *
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.

14 For he himself knows whereof we are made; *
he remembers that we are but dust.

Please stand as you are able for the Gospel.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
The Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from
your Father in heaven.

"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms,
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the
street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.

"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that
they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your
face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;
but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

The liturgy for Ash Wednesday continues on the bottom of page 264 in the Book of Common Prayer
The Peace, the people greet one another with a sign of God'’s peace and are then seated

Announcements, Birthday, and Anniversary Blessings

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer A, page 361 in The Book of Common Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
In Lent, Alleluia is omitted.

All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at God'’s Table. If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the
Bread or Wine, you are welcome. Come forward and simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference.

Post Communion Prayer, page 365 in The Book of Common Prayer

The Dismissal
Deacon Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Holy Eucharist is celebrated each Sunday at 10:30 AM. All are welcome, all are necessary.

HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists)
The HUB could use your financial support. Checks marked “"HUB"” may be mailed to the church office, 316 N El Dorado St.,
Stockton, CA 95202.

Visit by Bishop David Rice for Confirmation. Sunday, March 4, 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist.

Holy Week 2018
e Palm Sunday, March 25
e Maundy Thursday, March 29
e Good Friday, March 30
e Easter Sunday, April 1

Seder Supper, Monday, April 1

CONTACT INFORMATION
St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church Church Message Phone: (209) 466-6916, or call the
316 N El Dorado Street HUB when it's open. See below.

Stockton, CA 95202 ] o
The HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists) on Facebook:

Stockton'’s historic Episcopal Church, founded in 1850 on www.facebook.com/STOCKTONHUB
land donated by Captain Weber, the founder of Stockton. HUB Phone: (209) 663-9955

. Tues & Thurs 10:00-4:00, Wed 1:00-4:00
Part of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin

The Rt. Rev. David C. Rice, BIShOp Www_stjohnssto(:kton_org

Brother Dunstan Townsend, 0.S.B., Organist
St. John the Evangelist on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stjohnstocktonca
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