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 St. John the Evangelist 
Episcopal Church 
December 3, 2017 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
Called to Be… A Safe Place for All of God’s People!  

 
 
All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at God’s Table. If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the 
Bread or Wine, you are welcome. Come forward and simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference. 
 

 
PRELUDE  Pour l’Advent        Dom Paul Benoit 
            (1893-1979) 
 
Please stand as you are able until the Lessons. 
 
OPENING HYMN  #56 in The Hymnal (blue book)  

O come, O come, Emmanuel      Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
  Please sing stanzas 1 and 2 only 

 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II begins on page 355 in The Book of Common Prayer (red book).  
 

The Word of God 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again 
in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
THE LESSONS 
The people sit. 
 
Old Testament: Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence—as when 
fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the 
nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 
mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 
besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in 
your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and 
our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for 
you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do 
not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18          Qui regis Israel  
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
       shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
       stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
       show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
       how long will you be angered 
       despite the prayers of your people? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
       you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
       and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
       show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
       the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
       give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
       show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because 
of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 
and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, 
so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able for the hymn and the Gospel. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN #59 in The Hymnal (blue book)  

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding     Merton 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL          Mark 13:24-37 
The Priest reads the Gospel, first saying: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 “But in those days, after that suffering,  
 
the sun will be darkened, 
       and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
       and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer 
is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts 
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his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for 
you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or 
else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”  
 
Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed, page 358 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
The Prayers of the People, the page number in The Book of Common Prayer will be announced 
 
Confession of Sin, page 360 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
The Peace, the people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated 
 
Announcements, Birthday, and Anniversary Blessings 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN #66 in The Hymnal (blue book) 

Come, thou long expected Jesus     Stuttgart 
 
Pledgers, please place your offering in an envelope and write your name on it so the treasurer can easily identify your 
giving. Thank you. 
 
Doxology (sung)          Old 100th 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A, page 361 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD     Sanctus     Richard Proulx 
The music is found in The Hymnal, in the front section with “S” numbers, S 125. NOTE: This a new setting. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The service then continues on page 362 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at God’s Table. If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the 
Bread or Wine, you are welcome. Come forward and simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference. 
 
Post Communion Prayer, page 365 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
CLOSING HYMN  #72 in The Hymnal (blue book)     

Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes    Richmond   
 
The Dismissal 
Deacon   Let us bless the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Veni, Emmanuel        Alec Wyton 
            (1921-2007)  
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please join in the coffee hour after the service in the Parish Hall. Exit the door on the front left of the church, the Parish 
Hall is the next building over. 
 
HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists)  
The HUB could use your financial support. Checks marked “HUB” may be mailed to the church office, 316 N El Dorado St., 
Stockton, CA 95202. 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church 
316 N El Dorado Street 
Stockton, CA  95202 
 
Stockton’s historic Episcopal Church, founded in 1850 on 
land donated by Captain Weber, the founder of Stockton. 
 
Part of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin 
The Rt. Rev. David C. Rice, Bishop 
The Rev. Linda Huggard, Priest 
The Rev. Steve Bentley, Deacon 
Brother Dunstan Townsend, OSB, Organist 

Church Office: (209) 466-6916 
episcopalangel@outlook.com 
www.stjohnsstockton.org 
diosanjoaquin.org 
www.anglicancommunion.org 
 
St. John the Evangelist on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/stjohnstocktonca 
 
The HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists) on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/STOCKTONHUB 
HUB Phone: (209) 663-9955 
Tues & Thurs 10:00-4:00, Wed 1:00-4:00 

 
Coming Events 
 
 
Christmas Handbell Concert 
Sunday, December 10th, beginning at 2:00 PM. 
Presented by the San Joaquin Ringers Community Handbell Ensemble, under the direction of Br. Dunstan. 
No admission charge. 
 
Note 
Sunday, December 24th, at 10:30 AM we will offer Morning Prayer for the Fourth Sunday in Advent. 
 
Christmas Service 
At 5:00 PM on the 24th, we will celebrate the Holy Eucharist of Christmas Eve. Come early to join in singing carols. 
There will not be a service on Christmas Day. 
 
 

 


