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 St. John the Evangelist 
Episcopal Church 
July 9, 2017 
 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

 
 
All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at God’s Table. If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the 
Bread or Wine, you are welcome. Come forward and simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference. 
 

 
PRELUDE  Voluntary II, Opus 28       John Stanley 
 
Please stand as you are able until the Lessons. 
 
OPENING HYMN  #302 in The Hymnal (blue book)  

Father, we thank thee       Rendez a Dieu 
 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II begins on page 355 in The Book of Common Prayer (red book).  
 

The Word of God 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST  Gloria in excelsis Deo    Robert Powell 
The music is found in The Hymnal, in the front section with “S” numbers, S 280. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 
The people sit. 
 
Old Testament: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67  
So he said, ‘I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given 
him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a 
son to my master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, “You shall 
not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s 
house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.” 
 
‘I came today to the spring, and said, “O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the 
way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I 
shall say, ‘Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,’ and who will say to me, ‘Drink, and I will draw for your 
camels also’—let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.” 
 
‘Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water-jar on her shoulder; and she 
went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, “Please let me drink.” She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, 
and said, “Drink, and I will also water your camels.” So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, 
“Whose daughter are you?” She said, “The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring 
on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the 
God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 
Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the 
right hand or to the left.’ And they called Rebekah, and said to her, ‘Will you go with this man?’ She said, ‘I will.’ So they 
sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and 
said to her, 
‘May you, our sister, become 
   thousands of myriads; 
may your offspring gain possession 
   of the gates of their foes.’ 
Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and 
went his way. 
 
Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; 
and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the 
camel, and said to the servant, ‘Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?’ The servant said, ‘It is my 
master.’ So she took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac 
brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was 
comforted after his mother’s death. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 45:11-18 
11 "Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; * 
       forget your people and your father's house. 
12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; * 
       he is your master; therefore do him honor. 
13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; * 
       the rich among the people seek your favor." 
14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; * 
       her gown is cloth-of-gold. 
15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; * 
       after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 
16 With joy and gladness they are brought, * 
       and enter into the palace of the king. 
17 "In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; * 
       you shall make them princes over all the earth. 
18 I will make your name to be remembered 
   from one generation to another; * 
       therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever." 
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Epistle: Romans 7:15-25a 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do 
not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know 
that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin 
that dwells within me. 
 
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my 
inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin 
that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able for the hymn and the Gospel. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN #657 in The Hymnal (blue book)  

Love divine, all loves excelling     Hyfrydol  
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL         Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 
The Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to one another, 
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, 
and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her 
deeds.’ 
 
At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the 
wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have 
been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.’ 
 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed, page 358 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
The Prayers of the People, the page number in The Book of Common Prayer will be announced 
 
Confession of Sin, page 360 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
The Peace 
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated. 
 
The Renewal of Oblation, Brother Arne Aasen, Obl/OSB 
 
Br. Dunstan: Rev. Linda, I present to you Brother Arne of the Companions of St. Luke – Order of St. Benedict. 
 
Rev. Linda: Brother Arne, what do you seek? 
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Br. Arne: To renew the offering of myself to God as an Oblate of the Companions of St. Luke. 
 
Rev. Linda: May the grace and mercy of God be with you. 
 
Br. Arne: I, Brother Arne, do renew the offering of myself to Almighty God in the sight of the Blessed Virgin Mary, our 
Holy Father Benedict, and all the angels and saints as an Oblate of the Companions of St. Luke. In so doing, I promise to 
dedicate myself to the service of God and humanity according to the Rule of St. Benedict as interpreted by the 
Constitution and Customary of the Companions of St. Luke, as appropriate to my state in life. 
 
Rev. Linda: May God strengthen you in your faith and continue within you the grace of perseverance in your offering of 
yourself to serve God and humanity in accordance with the spirit of the Rule of St. Benedict and the Companions of St. 
Luke. May God reward you according to his promises, and bring us together into everlasting life. 
 
Blessing for Monastics (Incorporating quotes from the Rule of St. Benedict.) 
 

May you ascend the steps of humility and arrive at the perfect love of God. Amen. 
 
May you run in the path of God’s commandments, your hearts overflowing with the inexpressible delight of love. 
Amen. 
 
May you prefer nothing whatever to Christ, and may he bring you all together to everlasting life. Amen 
 
May Almighty God bless you, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 
Announcements, Birthday, and Anniversary Blessings 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN #692 in The Hymnal (blue book) 

I heard the voice of Jesus say      The Third Tune 
 
Pledgers, please place your offering in an envelope and write your name on it so the treasurer can easily identify your 
giving. Thank you. 
 
Doxology (sung)          Old 100th 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 

 
The Holy Communion 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A, page 361 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD     Sanctus     Robert Powell 
The music is found in The Hymnal, in the front section with “S” numbers, S 129. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The service then continues on page 362 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at God’s Table. If you wish to receive a blessing instead of the 
Bread or Wine, you are welcome. Come forward and simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference. 
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Post Communion Prayer, page 365 in The Book of Common Prayer 
 
CLOSING HYMN  #390 in The Hymnal (blue book) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty      Lobe den Herren 
 
The Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Trumpet Tune        Gordon Young  
    
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please join in the coffee hour after the service in the Parish Hall. Exit the door on the front left of the church, the Parish 
Hall is the next building over. 
 
St. John’s offers a service of Noonday Prayer on Wednesdays at 12:10. 
 
HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists)  
The HUB needs your financial support. Donation of bicycles, or parts, are also welcome. See Deacon Steve for additional 
information. Donations to the HUB can be made online using GoFundMe. There is a link from the HUB’s Facebook page, 
or you can go directly to https://www.gofundme.com/the-hub-helping-urban-bicyclists If you use Facebook, consider 
sharing the GoFundMe link on your page. The HUB on Facebook is www.facebook.com/STOCKTONHUB  
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church 
316 N El Dorado Street 
Stockton, CA  95202 
 
Stockton’s historic Episcopal Church, founded in 1850 on 
land donated by Captain Weber, the founder of Stockton. 
 
Part of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin 
The Rt. Rev. David C. Rice, Bishop 
The Rev. Linda Huggard, Priest 
The Rev. Steve Bentley, Deacon 
Brother Dunstan Townsend, OSB, Organist 

Church Office: (209) 466-6916 
episcopalangel@outlook.com 
www.stjohnsstockton.org 
diosanjoaquin.org 
www.anglicancommunion.org 
 
St. John the Evangelist on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/stjohnstocktonca 
 
The HUB (Helping Urban Bicyclists) on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/STOCKTONHUB 

 
 
 
The Five Marks of Mission 
 
The Mission of the Church Is the Mission of Christ 
 

• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
• To teach, baptize and nurture new believers  
• To respond to human need by loving service  
• To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace and 

reconciliation 
• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth 

 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/five-marks-mission 


